Qualifiers

To avoid offending people’s belief systems. To qualify your speech.

Sometimes,

You may have noticed

There is a sense in which

If what we claim is true

A majority of the time

More or less

Kind of

Some people say

Perhaps

You can realistically expect

Evidence suggests

Softening the Questions

I’m interested in knowing wether...”

Would you mind telling me about…”

“ I wonder…”

“I’d like to ask a bit about…”

“I would like to clarify a point by asking…”

“Do you mind if I ask you a question about…”

“If I could just pursue that point a bit further by checking…”

